Fire Department

Class 2 ISO Rating

The Dalton Fire Department is an ISO Class 2 emergency service provider consisting of 93
full-time employees. 86 personnel are assigned to the suppression division as firefighters.
Additional personnel are assigned to the training division, fire prevention division, and as
administrative staff. 91 firefighters carry pagers while off duty giving the department the ability to
recall personnel on short notice in response to events where additional resources are
necessary. The department has 19 certified Georgia Smoke Divers, 18 Emergency Medical
Technicians, 73 Emergency First Responders and 12 CPR instructors.

The department has Special Operations Teams trained in technical rescue and hazardous
materials response. These teams are adept at mitigating incidents such as trench rescue,

structural collapse, vehicle and machinery entrapment, surface water rescue, high and low
angle rope operations, confined space rescue and hazardous materials releases.

Emergency response capabilities are achieved through the use of nine pumping apparatus,
one 100-foot tower ladder, one 75-foot straight ladder, one heavy rescue apparatus, one
incident command vehicle, and one four-wheel-drive mobile air unit, all of which are fully
equipped to comply with NFPA and ISO requirements. Thermal imaging cameras, which allow
for enhanced visibility in hostile environments, are carried in all 5 districts so that all the city’s
inhabitants may benefit from this technology.

The department has 5 stations located to provide rapid response to any part of the city’s 20.03
square miles. Station #2, located on Abutment Road, also serves as a training facility with a
water drafting pit, four story drill tower, and a three story, 1,664 sq. ft. burn building designed for
the burning of Class A materials in all areas of the structure. This facility is utilized to train new
recruits and maintain proficiency among existing personnel. All fire stations are equipped with
stand-by generators to provide electrical power in the event of an outage. Stations are also
equipped with a communications duplication system to ensure that the vital link between fire
dispatchers and units operating in the field remains intact should the 911 center be disabled.
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